ASCRC Minutes 2/27/18
2:00 GBB 225
Call to order

Members Present: B. Carpenter, D. Coffin, N. Greymorning, B. Hillman, M. Hendrix, J. Iverson, T. Missett  G. Morell, D. Parsons, A. Sala,  K. Sugden J. Hickman
Ex-Officio Present:   B. French, V. Hopkins N. Lindsay
Members Excused: J. Eglin, B. Holzworth, 
Guests: Margo Duneman and Ted Fuller (Sentinel High School), E. Baucum, S. Brown A. Ratto –Park (Writing Committee)  
The minutes from 2/20/18 were approved after the guests departed.  
Communication
· Guests from Sentinel High School and the Writing Committee were welcomed and Committee members introduced themselves.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ted Fuller, Sentinel High School Principal provided an overview of the AP Capstone Program.  It was created by the CollegeBoard in partnership with Higher Education.  Sentinel is a leader in the AP program, so it made sense for the school to be an early adopter of the diploma. Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in the AP Seminar and AP Research and 4 additional AP exams of their choosing will receive the AP Capstone Diploma.  These additional courses provide students with the opportunity for flexible focused inquiry based on learning preferences.  The seminar is interdisciplinary and collaborative, and requires a team project and presentation, individual research based essay and presentation, and an exam.  The Research course requires an academic paper (5000 words), presentation and oral defense.   These students will be well rounded, informed users of information and prepared for college (21st Century readiness). 

Student member Bailey Carpenter is currently involved with an Honors College program that gets students out in the community to work on research projects and provides them with exiting experiences to include on their resumes.  The AP Capstone Diploma sounds like it provides similar exposure.  

Sentinel is in the first year of implementing the AP Capstone.  There are currently 15 students in the AP Seminar Course.  They expect to have 40 next year. Parents are asking about college transfer credits. They would love for their students to be automatically accepted into the Honors College. Next year the seminar course will likely have Honors English II as a co-requisite and Government as a prerequisite to ensure students have the required baseline skills in reading and writing.   Typically the students in the capstone program have taken AP English and Literature.  The seminar and research instructors are required to attend training and are providing ongoing professional support related to assessment. Sentinel is a regional site for the CollegeBoard training. The Office of Public Instruction provides assistance for coordinating the training requirement.   

Helena Capital and Bozeman High Schools are in the AP Capstone Diploma application process, which takes a year. 

The Sentinel administration predict that dual enrollment and AP will continue to coexist.  Students are interested in both. For example, this year 3 WRIT 101 courses and 4 AP English courses were offered.  

Examples of what other colleges offer students completing the capstone include (from information on AP Diploma web site):
· Credit for a core course in English that is both writing-intensive and focused on inquiry (a large, public flagship).
· Credit for a first year Independent Studies course (a mid-sized, regional public institution).
· Six elective credits per course in the AP Capstone program, with care taken to ensure that degree plans offer enough space in the electives category to make this credit award meaningful (a highly-selective private institution focused on STEM fields).
· Admittance to the Honors program and a merit scholarship for students who complete the entire AP Capstone program (a mid-sized, regional public institution).
· General education units for students completing either or both components of the AP Capstone program and subject-specific application of the credits awarded for AP Research after departmental review of the student’s paper (a large public flagship).
Business Items

· ASCRC should establish a Workgroup to determine the best way to allocate credit to students who complete the AP Capstone Diploma.   A possibility may be to provide credit for HONR190 Research, HONR194 Seminar, and HONR199 Capstone.  The discipline rubric could change depending on the focus of the student’s research. The Dean of the Honors College should be invited to participate in the discussion. Bailey is also interested in working on this issue.  The item will be added to the priorities of the Advanced Options Workgroup. 

· Consideration of the revised General Education Subcommittee Responsibilities Procedure was postponed. 


Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

